
PUBLIC SERVICE

Particularly
amending legislation

 of administrative 
necessity

INDIVIDUAL 
MINISTERS AND 
DEPARTMENTS

GOVERNMENT 
PARTIES

Advice and/or clearance 
by Ministerial Policy 

Committees and caucus 
meetings

PARLIAMENTARY 
COUNSEL

Advice on alternative 
ways of achieving 

policy and fundamental 
legislative principles

PARLIAMENTARY 
COUNSEL

Advice on alternative 
ways of achieving 

policy and fundamental 
legislative principles

PUBLICATION 
AND PUBLIC 

CONSIDERATION

• Bill made public
• Opposition and 

community 
consideration

• Report by the Scrutiny 
of Legislation 
Committee

PUBLIC OPINION

Community needs and 
pressures

EXECUTIVE GOVERNMENT

THE POLICY
• Electoral mandates
• Governor’s speech
• Party policy

GOVERNOR

THE ACT
ENACTMENT

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY

A BILL FOR AN ACT
Initiation procedures (by responsible Minister)

Appropriation Message from the Governor 
(if necessary)

FIRST READING
SECOND READING  

COMMITTEE STAGE
Committee of Whole

Report from Committee   -

THIRD READING

PASSES LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY

CABINET

DRAFT BILL
• Presentation of policy (Authority to 
Prepare Submission)

• Approval for Bill to be drafted
• Drafted by Parliamentary Counsel
• Presentation of the Bill (Authority to 
Introduce Submission)

• Approval of the Bill

APPROVAL

THE LAW
•  Assent notified in Queensland 

Government Gazette
•  Commencement

•  On Assent
•  By proclamation
•  Automatic commencement

-  Formal
-  Minister’s second 

reading speech
-  Debate in principle
-  Agreed to

Consideration 
clause by clause, 
amendments may 
be made
With or without 
amendment

-  Agreed to

THE LEGISLATIVE PROCESS
(For ordinary non-urgent Government Bills having passage in a "normal" way) 

POLICY DEVELOPMENT

THE DRAFT

THE PARLIAMENTARY PROCESS

ROYAL ASSENT

PUBLICATION

CABINET

Governor may
recommend 
amendments

Appropriation
recommendation to

Assembly in respect of
financial measures

LEGEND

The common direction of 
the legislative process

The process may proceed in 
a different direction

One-way communication

May be two-way 
communication

• New Policy


